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the most enduring photo of Tupac Shakur is the one from his funeral in 1996. But for
most of the music world, it’s a different take on the same iconic image — one that calls
attention to the other traumas heaped upon the late rap star. New market research
from Environics has found that the majority of Canadians are using social media to
engage in everyday activities, and that these behaviours appear to be evolving. As part
of its TrendSpotter report, Environics explored the nature of social media use in the
first person, and aimed to understand how and when we now appear to be using these
platforms. Environics consulted 1,000 Canadians, including 274 social media users, to
find out how, when and why they engage in these activities. The unique insight
revealed in the report is that social media activities are not simply a technological
choice, but they reflect our interests, relationships and passions. “Using social media
is part of our everyday lives, not a luxury we engage in on special occasions. In that
way, these behaviours appear to be evolving,” said Nicola Williams, vice president,
Media and Entertainment Group, Environics. “People’s social media behaviours are
evolving and shifting.” Of the 274 social media users, 51 per cent of social media users
confirmed that they were using social media to engage in everyday activities including
shopping, banking, music, dating and meeting friends. As reported in this year’s
Environics report, the number of social media users has grown dramatically over the
last three years, with the 25 to 34 age group experiencing the greatest level of growth
on social media.
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